Prayer - Standing Against the Devil’s Schemes
March 27, 2014
Ephesians 6:10–18
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.
11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.
schemes - (methodeia) a predictable method used in organized evil-doing, well-crafted
trickery and deceit
As in the story of Job, Satan uses (1) circumstances and (2) people in his strategy against us.
Job 2:1–10 ESV
1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan
also came among them to present himself before the LORD.
2 And the LORD said to Satan, “From where have you come?” Satan answered the LORD and said, “From
going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.”
3 And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the
earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil? He still holds fast his
integrity, although you incited me against him to destroy him without reason.”
4 Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Skin for skin! All that a man has he will give for his life.
5 But stretch out your hand and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your face.”
6 And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand; only spare his life.”
7 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and struck Job with loathsome sores from the sole
of his foot to the crown of his head.
8 And he took a piece of broken pottery with which to scrape himself while he sat in the ashes.
9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die.”
10 But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good from
God, and shall we not receive evil?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.
Daniel 10:12–14 ESV
12 Then he said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand
and humbled yourself before your God, your words have been heard, and I have come because of your
words.
13 The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the chief
princes, came to help me, for I was left there with the kings of Persia,
14 and came to make you understand what is to happen to your people in the latter days. For the vision
is for days yet to come.”
2 Kings 6:15–17 ESV
15 When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, behold, an army with
horses and chariots was all around the city. And the servant said, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?”
16 He said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”
17 Then Elisha prayed and said, “O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see.” So the LORD opened
the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire
all around Elisha.
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Acts 16:16–18 ESV
16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination
and brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling.
17 She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim
to you the way of salvation.”
18 And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the
spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour.
Ephesians 6:10–18
12 For we do not wrestle (a contest in which two try to throw the other, struggle, conflict) against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil (depravity, wickedness, evil) in the heavenly places.
The devil’s strategies:
 despair, hopelessness, doom
 fear, insecurity, worry
 discouragement, depression
 guilt, condemnation
 hatred, bitterness, unforgiveness
 enticement, temptation, seduction, covetousness
 selfish ambition, self-gratification
 pride, self-exaltation
 strife, competition, jealousy
 doubt, accusation against God
 tragedy, sickness
Ephesians 6:10–18
13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having
done all, to stand firm.
14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of TRUTH…
John 8:44 ESV
"You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out
of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies."
1 John 2:16 ESV
"For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not
from the Father but is from the world."

 desires of the flesh - self-gratification and sensual pleasure will satisfy you
 desires of the eyes - what you see is real, what you see is what you must have, what you see will
destroy you

 pride of life - I must be prominent and dominant
John 8:31–36
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples,
32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
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33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is
it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”
34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin.
35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever.
36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
Ephesians 6:14
14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of RIGHTEOUSNESS,
righteousness - judicial verdict of approval, the approval of God
Our right standing (righteousness) with God must go beyond doctrine into relationship, a personal and
experiential knowledge of God. In times of confusion, suffering and trial, when we don’t understand,
our personal and experiential knowledge of God’s person and character will keep our hearts and mind.
Psalm 3:1–2 ESV
1 O LORD, how many are my foes! Many are rising against me;
2 many are saying of my soul, there is no salvation for him in God. Selah
Job 13:15 ESV
"Though he slay me, I will hope in him; yet I will argue my ways to his face."
Romans 8:31–37 ESV
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously
give us all things?
33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.
34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at
the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or danger, or sword?
36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be
slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
Ephesians 6:15–18
15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace.
16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil
one;
17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,
18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance,
making supplication for all the saints,
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