The Christian And Government
December 17, 2020

Recent events surrounding the contention of the election and a subset of professing Christians have
highlighted the need to find the Biblical balance of Truth.
●
●

It is amazing and exciting to see hidden treasures of Truth, sometimes never seen before, come to life in
an evolving context of different events and circumstances.
The lessons we learn today are always preparation for tomorrow.
Romans 12:2 ESV
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
Hebrews 5:14 ESV
14 But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant
practice to distinguish good from evil.

1. Christians are to make the best citizens: law-abiding, respectful, productive and
peaceful. They are to honor the emperor, obey the laws of the land, pray for the
welfare of the city and nation where God has placed them, and be the preserving salt
and the protective light in the world.
1 Peter 2:13-17 ESV
13 B
 e subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme,
14 or t o governors as s ent by him to p
 unish those who do evil and to praise those who do good.
15 For t his is the will of God, that b
 y doing good you should p ut to silence the ignorance of foolish people.
16 L ive as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but l iving as servants of
God.
17 H
 onor everyone. L ove the brotherhood. F ear God. H
 onor the emperor.
Jeremiah 29:7 ESV
7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for
in its welfare you w
 ill find your welfare.
2. Christians do not entertain an idolatry of nationalism nor leader-worship. Christians
do not place their trust in the arm or strength of the flesh, nor the wisdom of man, nor
in government.
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Jeremiah 17:5-8 ESV
5 Thus says the LORD: "Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart
turns away from the LORD.
6 He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of
the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.
7 "B
 lessed is the man who t rusts in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD.
8 He is like a tree planted by water, that s ends out its roots by the stream, and d
 oes not fear when heat
comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear
fruit."
Isaiah 30:1-7 ESV
1 "Ah, stubborn children," declares the LORD, "who carry out a plan, but not mine, and who make an
alliance, but not of my Spirit, that they may add sin to sin;
2 who set out to go d
 own to Egypt, without asking for my direction, to take refuge in the protection of
Pharaoh and to seek shelter in the shadow of Egypt!
3 Therefore shall t he protection of Pharaoh turn to your shame, and the shelter in the shadow of Egypt
to y our humiliation.
4 For though his officials are at Zoan and his envoys reach Hanes,
5 everyone comes to shame through a
 people that cannot profit them, that brings neither help nor profit,
but s hame and disgrace."
6 An oracle on the beasts of the Negeb. Through a land of trouble and anguish, from where come the
lioness and the lion, the adder and the flying fiery serpent, they carry their riches on the backs of
donkeys, and their treasures on the humps of camels, to a people that cannot profit them.
7 Egypt's help is worthless and e mpty; therefore I have called her "Rahab who sits still. "
3. Christians do not take up arms, nor lead or participate in revolts or rebellions against
the governmental powers that God has placed in power.
Matthew 26:47-54 ESV
47 While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords
and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people.
48 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one I will kiss is the man; seize him."
49 And he came up to Jesus at once and said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" And he kissed him.
50 Jesus said to him, "Friend, do what you came to do." Then they came up and l aid hands on Jesus and
seized him.
51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and d
 rew his sword and struck
the servant of the high priest and c ut off his ear.
52 Then Jesus said to him, "Put your sword b
 ack into its place. For a ll who take the sword will perish by
the sword.
53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions
of angels?
54 But h
 ow then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?"
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John 18:35-36 ESV
35 Pilate answered, "Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me.
What have you done?"
36 Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants
would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But m
 y kingdom is not from the
world."
4. If the choice to obey God rather than man becomes necessary, then the Christians’s
civil disobedience is respectful, never combative but calculated, willing to suffer wrong
rather than taking vengeance into their own hands.
Acts 5:27-32 ESV
27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned
them,
28 saying, "We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here y ou have filled Jerusalem with
your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us."
29 But Peter and the apostles answered, "W
 e must obey God r ather than men.
30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, w
 hom you killed by h anging him on a tree.
31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, t o give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of
sins.
32 And we are witnesses to these things, and s o is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who
obey him."
Acts 5:40-42 ESV
40 and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and c harged them n
 ot to speak in the name
of Jesus, and let them go.
41 Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to s uffer dishonor
for the name.
42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, t hey did not cease teaching and preaching
that the Christ is Jesus.
5. The Christian’s citizenship and warfare are not of nor in this world. Our warfare is in
the spiritual realm; the Word of God and prayer our primary weapons.
Ephesians 6:10-13 ESV
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.
11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.
12 For w
 e do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but a gainst the rulers, against the authorities, a gainst
the cosmic powers over this present darkness, a
 gainst the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.
13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that y ou may be able to withstand i n the evil day, and
having done all, to stand firm.
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