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James 1:2-4 ESV
2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,
3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness (hypomonē - patient endurance, perseverance,
steadfastness, constancy).
4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
Romans 5:3-5 ESV
3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance (hypomonē - patient
endurance, perseverance, steadfastness, constancy),
4 and endurance produces character (dokimē - experience, experiment, tried worth, tested, proven under trial,
trustiness), and character produces hope,
5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit who has been given to us.
The Effect of Steadfastness
1. Exercises Faith - learning how to walk by the invisible
2 Corinthians 5:7 ESV
7 for we walk by faith, not by sight.
Hebrews 5:14 ESV
14 But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant
practice to distinguish good from evil.
2. Purifies From Sins - the mysterious way pain produces purity
1 Peter 4:1-2 ESV
1 Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever
has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,
2 so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God.
3. Creates Dependency Through Weakness - pushed beyond your natural limits
2 Corinthians 1:8-9 ESV
8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were
so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself.
9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on
ourselves but on God who raises the dead.
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2 Corinthians 12:9-10 ESV
9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore
I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and
calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
4. Tests Obedience And Commitment - at what point will you stubbornly refuse
Genesis 22:1-2 ESV
1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am."
2 He said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer
him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you."
Deuteronomy 8:2-3 ESV
2 And you shall remember the whole way that the LORD your God has led you these forty years in the
wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you would
keep his commandments or not.
3 And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your
fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by
every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.
5. Promise Of Eternal Life And Rewards - temporal suffering yields eternal gain
1 Peter 1:6-9 ESV
6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials,
7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith--more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested
by fire--may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,
9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
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