God’s Battle Strategy Pt. 5
March 8, 2020

WE LIVE IN A CRUEL AND BLOODY BATTLEFIELD WHERE SIN IS CROUCHING AND SATAN IS PROWLING
2 Chronicles 20:1-4 ESV
1 After this the Moabites and Ammonites, and with them some of the Meunites, came against Jehoshaphat for
battle.
2 Some men came and told Jehoshaphat, "A great multitude is coming against you from Edom, from beyond the
sea; and, behold, they are in Hazazon-tamar" (that is, Engedi).
3 Then Jehoshaphat was afraid and set his face to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.
4 And Judah assembled to seek help from the LORD; from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD.

God’s Battle Strategy:
●

there can be only one reaction to fear

●

don’t become isolated - assemble with God’s people

●

remember God’s sovereignty

●

remember and recount God’s miracles

●

remember God’s faithfulness

●

remember God’s word and promises

●

remember your utter dependence on God

●

don’t rely on your wisdom or perspective

●

fix your eyes - guard what you see and hear

●

listen for God’s direction, both individually and corporately

●

prayer is where the work is done and the battle won

BE QUICK TO LISTEN FOR GODLY COUNSEL
2 Chronicles 20:21 ESV
21 And when he had taken counsel with the people, he appointed those who were to sing to the LORD and
praise him in holy attire, as they went before the army, and say, "Give thanks to the LORD, for his steadfast love
endures forever."
Acts 6:3 ESV
3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom
we will appoint to this duty.

PRAISE AND WORSHIP IS SPIRITUAL WARFARE
2 Chronicles 20:22-24 ESV
22 And when they began to sing and praise, the LORD set an ambush against the men of Ammon, Moab, and
Mount Seir, who had come against Judah, so that they were routed.
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23 For the men of Ammon and Moab rose against the inhabitants of Mount Seir, devoting them to destruction,
and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, they all helped to destroy one another.
24 When Judah came to the watchtower of the wilderness, they looked toward the horde, and behold, there
were dead bodies lying on the ground; none had escaped.

●

God is enthroned and inhabits the worship and praise of His people. He moves freely and with great
power when He alone is exalted.
Psalm 22:3 ESV
3 Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises [or, “dwelling in the praises”] of Israel.
Acts 16:25-26 ESV
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them,
26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. And
immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were unfastened.

●

The Church assembly is the spiritual, literal and living temple of God’s worship. The Church assembly,
where two or three are gathered in His name, is the very habitation and custodian of God’s presence
and power on the earth.
Matthew 18:19-20 ESV
19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by
my Father in heaven.
20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them."
Luke 17:20-21 ESV
20 Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them, "The
kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed,
21 nor will they say, 'Look, here it is!' or 'There!' for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you
[within your grasp]."
Revelation 1:12-16 ESV
12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden
lampstands [churches],
13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden
sash around his chest.
14 The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire,
15 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many
waters.
16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face
was like the sun shining in full strength.
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1 Corinthians 3:16-17 ESV
16 Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you?
17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that
temple.
John 20:19-20 ESV
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with you."
20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when
they saw the Lord.
Luke 24:13-15 ESV
13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem,
14 and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened.
15 While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them.
Luke 24:32 ESV
32They said to each other, "Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he
opened to us the Scriptures?"
Acts 1:13-15 ESV
13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and
John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus
and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James.
14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary
the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
15 ...(the company of persons was in all about 120)...
Acts 2:1-4 ESV
1 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place.
2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house
where they were sitting.
3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them.
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave
them utterance.
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 ESV
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;
5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord;
6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone.
7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of
knowledge according to the same Spirit,
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9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,
10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.
11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he
wills.
“To great sections of the Church the art of worship has been lost entirely, and in its place has come
that strange and foreign thing called the "program." This word has been borrowed from the stage and
applied with sad wisdom to the type of public service which now passes for worship among us.”
― A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God
1 Peter 2:9-10 ESV
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you
may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but
now you have received mercy.
●

The Church is supernaturally built with living stones, placed and fit together by the very hands of God,
to be the spiritual temple housing God’s presence and worship on the earth.
1 Peter 2:5 ESV
5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 2:19-22 ESV
19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God,
20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone,
21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.
22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

●

The Church is supernaturally built by the Holy Spirit, not by human hands nor growth and marketing
strategies.
1 Corinthians 12:18 ESV
18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose.
Ephesians 4:15-16 ESV
15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into
Christ,
16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when
each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
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