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Romans 1:16-32 ESV (Written Winter 57-58 AD)
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to
the Jew first and also to the Greek.
17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, "The righteous shall live
by faith."
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 ESV (Written 53-54 AD)
1 And I, when I came to you, (50-51 AD) brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God
with lofty speech or wisdom.
2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.
3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling,
4 and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the
Spirit and of power,
5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.
Paul’s first visit to Corinth was about 50-51 AD towards the end of his second missionary
journey.
"Corinth was a major city of the Roman Empire, at an important crossroads of trade and
travel; it was also a city notorious for its hedonism and immorality."
"Corinth was a city with a remarkable reputation for loose living and especially sexual
immorality. In classical Greek, to 'act like a Corinthian' was to practice fornication, and a
'Corinthian companion' was a prostitute. This sexual immorality was permitted under the
extremely prevalent worship of Aphrodite (also known as Venus, the goddess of fertility and
sexuality)."
"One ancient writer described Corinth as a town where 'none but the tough could survive.'"
—David Guzik: Study Guide for Acts 18
Acts 18:1-1 ESV
1 After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. (50-51 AD)
2 And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla,
because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them,
3 and because he was of the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by
trade.
4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks.
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5 When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the word, testifying to the
Jews that the Christ was Jesus.
6 And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out his garments and said to them, "Your blood be
on your own heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles."
7 And he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. His house
was next door to the synagogue.
8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire household. And many
of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized.
9 And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, "Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be
silent,
10 for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are my
people."
11 And he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.
Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel…” 57-58 AD
1 Corinthians 2:3 “...I was with you in weakness and in fear and
much trembling…” 50-51 AD
The message never changes, not for any man nor circumstance.
We must be courageous, even (especially) when we are fearful.
We are never outside God’s sight, care and protection.
“It is ours to speak the truth boldly, and in every case we shall be a sweet savour unto God; but to
temporise in the hope of making converts is to do evil that good may come, and this is never to be
thought of for an instant.”
—Charles Spurgeon
temporize - to be indecisive, evasive, to delay to bide time

2 Timothy 4:2-4 ESV
2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete
patience and teaching.
3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions,
4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.
Acts 7:51-60 ESV
51 [Stephen] You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit.
As your fathers did, so do you.
52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced
beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered,
53 you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it."
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54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him.
55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God.
56 And he said, "Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of
God."
57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him.
58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the
feet of a young man named Saul.
59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."
60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." And
when he had said this, he fell asleep.
Acts 16:22-26 ESV
22 [Philippi] The crowd joined in attacking them [Paul & Silas], and the magistrates tore the garments off
them and gave orders to beat them with rods.
23 And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, ordering the jailer
to keep them safely.
24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them,
26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. And
immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were unfastened.
Acts 14:19-22 ESV
19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and
dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead.
20 But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city, and on the next day he
went on with Barnabas to Derbe.
21 When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra
and to Iconium and to Antioch,
22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that
through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.
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Romans 1:16-32 ESV
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by
their unrighteousness suppress the truth.
Isaiah 55:6 ESV
6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near."
Luke 17:26-30 ESV
26 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man.
27 They were eating and drinking and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day when Noah
entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.
28 Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot--they were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting
and building,
29 but on the day when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed
them all-30 so will it be on the day when the Son of Man is revealed.
2 Peter 3:1-13 ESV
1 This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your
sincere mind by way of reminder,
2 that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and
Savior through your apostles,
3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful
desires.
4 They will say, "Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are
continuing as they were from the beginning of creation."
5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed
out of water and through water by the word of God,
6 and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished.
7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the
day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.
8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day.
9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and
the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will
be exposed.
11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness
and godliness,
12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on
fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!
13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness
dwells.
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