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Romans 1:16 ESV (Written Winter 57-58 AD)
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to
the Jew first and also to the Greek.
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 ESV (Written 53-54 AD)
1 And I, when I came to you, (50-51 AD) brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God
with lofty speech or wisdom.
2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.
3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling,
4 and my speech and my message were not in plausible (peithos - persuasive, enticing) words of wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,
5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.
Acts 18:9-11 ESV Paul in Corinth
9 And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, "Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be
silent,
10 for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are my
people."
11 And he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.
Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel…” 57-58 AD
1 Corinthians 2:3 “...I was with you in weakness and in fear and
much trembling…” 50-51 AD
____________________________
The message never changes, not for any man nor circumstance.
We must be courageous, even (especially) when we are fearful.
We are never outside God’s sight, care and protection.
“It is ours to speak the truth boldly, and in every case we shall be a sweet savour unto God; but to
temporise in the hope of making converts is to do evil that good may come, and this is never to be
thought of for an instant.”
—Charles Spurgeon
temporize - to be indecisive, evasive, to delay to bide time
2 Timothy 4:2-4 ESV
2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete
patience and teaching.
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3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions,
4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.
Matthew 7:13-14 ESV
13 Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and
those who enter by it are many.
14 For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.
●

When Jesus said there will only be a few, why do we keep hoping and striving for many?

Romans 1:16-32 ESV
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by
their unrighteousness suppress the truth.
John 16:7-11 ESV
7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the
Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.
8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment:
9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me;
10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer;
11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.
Isaiah 55:6 ESV
6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near."
Luke 17:26-30 ESV
26 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man.
27 They were eating and drinking and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day when Noah
entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.
28 Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot--they were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting
and building,
29 but on the day when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed
them all-30 so will it be on the day when the Son of Man is revealed.
●
●

There is a seductive and hypnotic power in earthly life, routines, activities and attractions.
So blinding is the natural, it causes us to ignore, neglect and even forget the spiritual.

Luke 21:34-36 ESV
34 "But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares
of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap.
●

weighed down (bareō - heavy, pressed, burdened, depressed)
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●
●

dissipation (kraipalē - the headache from drunkenness)
cares (merimna - worry, anxiety, distraction, drawn in different directions)

35 For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth.
36 But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are
going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."
Luke 14:15-24 ESV
15 When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, he said to him, "Blessed is
everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!"
16 But he said to him, "A man once gave a great banquet and invited many.
17 And at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, 'Come, for
everything is now ready.'
18 But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I must go
out and see it. Please have me excused.'
19 And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have me
excused.'
20 And another said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.'
21 So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house became
angry and said to his servant, 'Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor
and crippled and blind and lame.'
22 And the servant said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.'
23 And the master said to the servant, 'Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come
in, that my house may be filled.
24 For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.'"
●
●

Jesus never denies the request, “Please have me excused.”
All of the excuses were important and necessary, but never important enough to eclipse the
most important. There is nothing in the natural so necessary that it must replace the spiritual.

Hebrews 2:1-3 ESV
1 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.
2 For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every transgression or
disobedience received a just retribution,
3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation?
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 ESV
1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to
you.
2 For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.
3 While people are saying, "There is peace and security," then sudden destruction will come upon them
as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.
4 But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief.
5 For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness.
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6 So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober.
7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night.
8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for
a helmet the hope of salvation.
9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
10 who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him.
11 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.
2 Peter 3:1-13 ESV
1 This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your
sincere mind by way of reminder,
2 that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and
Savior through your apostles,
3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful
desires.
4 They will say, "Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are
continuing as they were from the beginning of creation."
5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed
out of water and through water by the word of God,
6 and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished.
7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the
day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.
8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day.
9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and
the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will
be exposed.
11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness
and godliness,
12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on
fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!
13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness
dwells.
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