Psalm 16 - I Dwell Secure
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Psalm 16:1-11 ESV A Miktam of David.
1 Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
2 I say to the LORD, "You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you."
3 As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, in whom is all my delight.
4 The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out or
take their names on my lips.
5 The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot.
6 The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance.
7 I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me.
8 I have set the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure.
10 For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption.
11 You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.
Psalm 16:1,8,9 ESV A Miktam of David.
1 Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
8 I have set the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure.
Psalm 119:30-31 ESV
30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness; I set your rules before me.
31 I cling to your testimonies, O LORD...
“The reality of God’s presence is not dependent on any place, but only dependent upon the determination to
set the Lord always before us.” ―Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest

“When the habit of inwardly gazing Godward becomes fixed within us, we shall be ushered into a new
level of spiritual life…”
―A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God, “A New Level of Spirituality”
Isaiah 26:3 ESV
3 You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.

●

Trusting God - the safest place to be.
Psalm 91:1-10 ESV
1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.
2 I will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust."
3 For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence.
4 He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and
buckler.
1

5 You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day,
6 nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.
7 A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you.
8 You will only look with your eyes and see the recompense of the wicked.
9 Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place-- the Most High, who is my refuge-10 no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come near your tent.
Psalm 31:14-16 NASB
14 But as for me, I trust in You, O LORD, I say, "You are my God."
15 My times (`eth - time, experiences, fortunes, occurrences, occasions) are in Your hand; Deliver me from the
hand of my enemies and from those who persecute me.
16 Make Your face to shine upon Your servant; Save me in Your lovingkindness.

●

Natural options can complicate and obscure a simple trust in God alone.
James 4:8 ESV
8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts,
you double-minded.
James 1:8 ESV
8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
1 Chronicles 28:9 ESV
9 And you, Solomon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a whole heart and with a willing
mind, for the LORD searches all hearts and understands every plan and thought. If you seek him, he will be
found by you, but if you forsake him, he will cast you off forever.
2 Timothy 1:12 ESV
12 But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that He is able to guard until
that Day what has been entrusted to me.
Psalm 118:8-9 ESV
8 It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man.
9 It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes.
Psalm 146:3-10 ESV
3 Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
4 When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans perish.
5 Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God,
6 who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever;
7 who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners free;
8 the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the
righteous.
9 The LORD watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the fatherless, but the way of the wicked
he brings to ruin.
10 The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD!
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1 Corinthians 7:29-31 ESV
29 This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now on, let those who have
wives live as though they had none,
30 and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not
rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods,
31 and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this
world is passing away.

●

KJV “And they that use this world, as not abusing [it]: for the fashion of this world passeth away.”

●

NASB “and those who use the world, as though they did not make full use of it; for the form of this
world is passing away.”

●

NLT “Those who use the things of the world should not become attached to them. For this world as
we know it will soon pass away.”

●

There’s a big difference between “using” and “trusting in.”

Acts 25:1-3 ESV
1 Now three days after Festus had arrived in the province, he went up to Jerusalem from Caesarea.
2 And the chief priests and the principal men of the Jews laid out their case against Paul, and they urged him,
3 asking as a favor against Paul that he summon him to Jerusalem--because they were planning an ambush
to kill him on the way.
Acts 25:7-12 ESV
7 When he had arrived, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many and
serious charges against him that they could not prove.
8 Paul argued in his defense, "Neither against the law of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against Caesar
have I committed any offense."
9 But Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, "Do you wish to go up to Jerusalem and there be
tried on these charges before me?"
10 But Paul said, "I am standing before Caesar's tribunal, where I ought to be tried. To the Jews I have done
no wrong, as you yourself know very well.
11 If then I am a wrongdoer and have committed anything for which I deserve to die, I do not seek to escape
death. But if there is nothing to their charges against me, no one can give me up to them. I appeal to Caesar."
12 Then Festus, when he had conferred with his council, answered, "To Caesar you have appealed; to Caesar
you shall go."
Acts 27:23-25 ESV
23 For this very night there stood before me an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I worship,
24 and he said, 'Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar. And behold, God has granted you all
those who sail with you.'
25 So take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told.
Acts 28:30-31 ESV
30 He lived there [Rome] two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him,
31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without
hindrance.
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1 Timothy 5:23 ESV
23 (No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your frequent ailments.)
Proverbs 31:6-7 ESV
6 Give strong drink to the one who is perishing, and wine to those in bitter distress;
7 let them drink and forget their poverty and remember their misery no more.

●

In many of the trials God designs for our spiritual growth, He will remove everything in the natural
realm that we trust in and depend upon, so that our trust and reliance in Him alone is purified and
perfected.
Matthew 16:21-23 ESV
21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things
from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.
22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never
happen to you."
23 But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting
your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man."
1 Peter 1:3-7 ESV
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,
5 who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials,
7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith--more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by
fire--may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
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