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Ephesians 4:8-12 ESV
8 Therefore it says, "When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men."
9 (In saying, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower regions, the
earth?
10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.)
11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers,
12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.
●
●

Verse 11 is neither an org chart, corporate hierarchy, resume nor job description.
These titles are functional roles that are relational and interdependent.
1 Peter 5:5 ESV
5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one
another, for "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."

●
●

There is a difference between members of the Body of Christ who operate in a gift by the Holy Spirit and those who
hold an office (not all who prophesy are prophets).
Those who hold an office have an authority in the Church that those who operate in a gift don’t have.
Acts 21:8-10 ESV
8 On the next day we departed and came to Caesarea, and we entered the house of Philip the evangelist, who was
one of the seven, and stayed with him.
9 He had four unmarried daughters, who prophesied.
10 While we were staying for many days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea.

●
●

The description and function of verse 11 is all but lost in Christendom today. Biblically it still exists and is mandated
by Scripture. Experientially, it is lost.
Some reasons why the function of the five-fold ministry gifts are lost today:

○

The corruption of pride and selfish ambition in church leadership.
"Americans trust in faith leaders and pastors fell to a record low of 37%, ranking below multiple medical
professions, teachers, and police and just above journalists." ―Gallup 2018

○
●

The doctrine of “cessationism.”

“Cessationism: The belief that tongues, and other special gifts enjoyed by believers in the early Christian movement
faded early in the history of the church, and are thus not present today. The time of cessation is variously defined
as the date of the completion of the last book of the Christian Scriptures or the death of the last Apostle.
Antonym: Continuationism.”
―religioustolerance.org
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EVANGELIST (euaggelistēs) a bringer of good tidings, heralds of salvation
●
●

The Evangelist is similar to the Apostle in that they are both sent; but the Apostle’s focus is planting and overseeing
churches and the Evangelist’s focus is proclaiming the good news of the Gospel.
The Evangelist is similar to the Pastor in that they both care for souls; but the Pastor’s focus is caring for the
believer and the Church while the Evangelist’s focus is caring for the unbeliever/lost.
Acts 21:8 ESV
8 On the next day we departed and came to Caesarea, and we entered the house of Philip the evangelist, who was
one of the seven, and stayed with him.

Evangelism is to be in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 9:35 ESV
35 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of
the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction.
Mark 16:15-18 ESV
15 And he said to them, "Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.
16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.
17 And these signs (sēmeion - sign, mark, token, that by which a person is distinguished from others, unusual
occurrence, transcending the common course of nature) will accompany those who believe: in my name they will
cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues;
18 they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay
their hands on the sick, and they will recover."

Do signs and wonders convince people to believe?
●

Signs and miracles are a great encouragement to those who believe and to those who are being drawn by the Holy
Spirit.

●

But to those who willfully and rebelliously refuse to believe, no miracle from God will convince them.
John 2:23 ESV
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs that
he was doing.
John 3:2 ESV
2 This man [Nicodemus] came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from
God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him."
John 12:9-11 ESV
9 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only on account of him but also to
see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.
10 So the chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well,
11 because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus.
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John 12:37 ESV
Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him.
Luke 16:31 ESV (Jesus' parable of Abraham's Bosom)
31 He said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should
rise from the dead.'"
Acts 8:4-11 ESV
4 Now those who were scattered [persecution from the Jews led by Saul] went about preaching the word.
5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ.
6 And the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip when they heard him and saw
the signs that he did.
7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who had them, and many who were paralyzed
or lame were healed.
8 So there was much joy in that city.
9 But there was a man named Simon, who had previously practiced magic in the city and amazed the people of
Samaria, saying that he himself was somebody great.
10 They all paid attention to him, from the least to the greatest, saying, "This man is the power of God that is called
Great."
11 And they paid attention to him because for a long time he had amazed them with his magic.
Matthew 24:24 ESV
24 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if
possible, even the elect.
2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 ESV
9 The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders,
10 and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be
saved.

The demand is greater than the resources (volume vs. coverage), even though the saved will be few.
Luke 10:1-3 ESV
1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town
and place where he himself was about to go.
2 And he said to them, "The harvest is plentiful (polys - many, much, more), but the laborers are few. Therefore
pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.
3 Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves.

Evangelism is fishing for those who are responding to the Heavenly Father’s drawing.
Mark 1:16-18 ESV
16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea,
for they were fishermen.
17 And Jesus said to them, "Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men."
18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him.
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John 6:41-45 ESV
41 So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, "I am the bread that came down from heaven."
42 They said, "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, 'I
have come down from heaven'?"
43 Jesus answered them, "Do not grumble among yourselves.
44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day.
45 It is written in the Prophets, 'And they will all be taught by God.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the
Father comes to me--

The disappointment and discouragement of evangelism and pastoring - those who turn away.
John 6:56 ESV
56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him.
John 6:60 ESV
60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, "This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?"
John 6:65-69 ESV
65 And he said, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father."
66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him.
67 So Jesus said to the Twelve, "Do you want to go away as well?"
68 Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life,
69 and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God."

Will few be saved?
Luke 13:22 ESV
22 He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem.
23 And someone said to him, "Lord, will those who are saved be few?" And he said to them,
24 "Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.
25 When once the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at
the door, saying, 'Lord, open to us,' then he will answer you, 'I do not know where you come from.'
26 Then you will begin to say, 'We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.'
27 But he will say, 'I tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!'
28 In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all
the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out.
Mark 4:14-20 ESV
14 The sower sows the word.
15 And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and
takes away the word that is sown in them.
16 And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it
with joy.
17 And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on
account of the word, immediately they fall away.
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18 And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word,
19 but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the
word, and it proves unfruitful.
20 But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit,
thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold."

God’s Sovereignty in Evangelism (Divine Appointments)
Acts 8:26-40 ESV
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza." This is a desert place.
27 And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship
28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah.
29 And the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over and join this chariot."
30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, "Do you understand what you are
reading?"
31 And he said, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.
32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and
like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth.
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the
earth."
34 And the eunuch said to Philip, "About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?"
35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.
36 And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, "See, here is water!
What prevents me from being baptized?"
37
38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he
baptized him.
39 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no
more, and went on his way rejoicing.
40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he
came to Caesarea.
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