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PEOPLE-PLEASING and FEARING PEOPLE’S OPINIONS (aka “fearing men’s faces”)
People-pleasing and the fear of people’s opinions are the same sin - seeking to obtain, coupled with
the fear of losing, people’s approval and what their approval provides you.
Proverbs 29:25-26 ESV
25 The fear of man lays a snare (mowqesh - ensnared, trap, noose, hook), but whoever trusts in the LORD
is safe.
26 Many seek the face of a ruler, but it is from the LORD that a man gets justice.
●

Trusting in man whom you can see, is preferred and natural to the flesh, instead of trusting in God whom
you can’t see.
1 Samuel 8:4-20 ESV
4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah
5 and said to him, "Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint for us a king
to judge us like all the nations."
6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, "Give us a king to judge us." And Samuel prayed to the
LORD.
7 And the LORD said to Samuel, "Obey the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they have not
rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them.
8 According to all the deeds that they have done, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt even to this
day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are also doing to you.
9 Now then, obey their voice; only you shall solemnly warn them and show them the ways of the king who
shall reign over them."
10 So Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking for a king from him.
11 He said, "These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint
them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and to run before his chariots.
12 And he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plow
his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots.
13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers.
14 He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his servants.
15 He will take the tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and to his servants.
16 He will take your male servants and female servants and the best of your young men and your donkeys,
and put them to his work.
17 He will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves.
18 And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the
LORD will not answer you in that day."
19 But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, "No! But there shall be a king over
us,
20 that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight
our battles."
1

2 Corinthians 11:19-21 ESV
19 For you gladly bear with fools, being wise yourselves!
20 For you bear it if someone makes slaves of you, or devours you, or takes advantage of you, or puts on
airs, or strikes you in the face.
21 To my shame, I must say, we were too weak for that! But whatever anyone else dares to boast of--I am
speaking as a fool--I also dare to boast of that.

Proverbs 29:25 ESV
25 The fear of man lays a snare (mowqesh - ensnared, trap, noose, hook), but whoever trusts in the LORD
is safe.
Galatians 3:1 ESV
1 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched (baskainō - to charm, bewitch, fascinate, bring under a spell) you?
It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified.
John 9:18-23 ESV
18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight
19 and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?"
20 His parents answered, "We know that this is our son and that he was born blind.
21 But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of
age. He will speak for himself."
22 (His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if
anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.)
23 Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask him."
John 12:42-43 ESV
42 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did
not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue;
43 for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from God.
John 3:1-2 ESV
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.
2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from
God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him."
Luke 22:54-62 ESV
54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's house, and Peter was
following at a distance.
55 And when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat
down among them.
56 Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at him, said, "This man also
was with him."
57 But he denied it, saying, "Woman, I do not know him."
58 And a little later someone else saw him and said, "You also are one of them." But Peter said, "Man,
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I am not."
59 And after an interval of about an hour still another insisted, saying, "Certainly this man also was
with him, for he too is a Galilean."
60 But Peter said, "Man, I do not know what you are talking about." And immediately, while he was
still speaking, the rooster crowed.
61 And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he
had said to him, "Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times."
62 And he went out and wept bitterly.
Galatians 2:11-14 ESV
11 But when Cephas (Kēphas - stone, Aramaic for "Peter") came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face,
because he stood condemned.
12 For before certain men came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he
drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party.
13 And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray
by their hypocrisy.
14 But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas
before them all, "If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the
Gentiles to live like Jews?"
Acts 5:27-29 ESV
27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest
questioned them,
28 saying, "We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with
your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us."
29 But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than men.
Luke 12:4-5 ESV
4 I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have nothing more that
they can do.
5 But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell.
Yes, I tell you, fear him!
Matthew 10:28-38 ESV
28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy
both soul and body in hell.
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your
Father.
30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered.
31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.
32 So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in
heaven,
33 but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.
34 Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a
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sword.
35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.
36 And a person's enemies will be those of his own household.
37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or
daughter more than me is not worthy of me.
38 And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.
Galatians 1:10 ESV
10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still
trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.
Matthew 6:24 ESV
24 No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.
2 Corinthians 5:9-11 ESV
9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is
due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.
11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God,
and I hope it is known also to your conscience.
Ephesians 6:5-8 ESV
5 Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, as you
would Christ,
6 not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of
God from the heart,
7 rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man,
8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a
bondservant or is free.
John 5:43-44 ESV
43 I have come in my Father's name, and you do not receive me. If another comes in his own name,
you will receive him.
44 How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory that
comes from the only God?
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