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Luke 7:33-34 ESV [also Matthew 11:18-19]
33 For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, 'He has a demon.'
34 The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, 'Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a
friend of tax collectors and sinners!'
John 15:14 ESV
14 You are my friends if you do what I command you.
●
●

Reaching and identifying with the lost can never violate God’s commandments of holiness and
separation - neither personally nor in the Church.
Jesus maintained the perfect balance of being the Merciful Savior who died for the very worst of all
sinners, but was the spotless Lamb of God who never committed any sin.

John 2:23-25 ESV
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs
that he was doing.
24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust (pisteuō - commit to one's trust, to put trust in, be committed to)
himself to them, because he knew all people
25 and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.
1 Corinthians 15:33 ESV
33 Do not be deceived: "Bad company ruins good morals." [Paul quoting from Menander’s comedy “Thais”]
34 Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of
God. I say this to your shame.

Through ungodly relationships:
●

God is grieved and dishonored.
2 Corinthians 6:16-18 ESV
16 What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God;
as God said, "I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people.
17 Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no
unclean thing; then I will welcome you,
18 and I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord
Almighty."

●

The enemy has direct access to tempt, deceive and vex.
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Matthew 16:23 ESV
23 But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you
are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man."
●

Satan can and will pollute and entice to the oppression and vexation of your soul.
2 Peter 2:7-9 ESV
7 and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked
8 (for as that righteous man lived among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous
soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and heard);
9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under
punishment until the day of judgment,

●

There is a place of psychological and emotional alliance, attachment and affection,
where you can’t say, “No.”
1 Kings 11:1-6 ESV
1 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite,
Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women,
2 from the nations concerning which the LORD had said to the people of Israel, "You shall not
enter into marriage with them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will turn away your
heart after their gods." Solomon clung to these in love.
3 He had 700 wives, who were princesses, and 300 concubines. And his wives turned away his
heart.
4 For when Solomon was old his wives turned away his heart after other gods, and his heart was
not wholly true to the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father.
5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the
abomination of the Ammonites.
6 So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and did not wholly follow the LORD, as
David his father had done.

SEPARATION NOT ALWAYS NECESSARY
1 Corinthians 7:12-17 ESV
12 To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to
live with him, he should not divorce her.
13 If any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she should not divorce
him.
14 For the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy
because of her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.
15 But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God
has called you to peace.
16 For how do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, husband, whether
you will save your wife?
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17 Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called him. This
is my rule in all the churches.

PURITY IN PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS
Psalm 1:1-3 ESV
1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in
the seat of scoffers;
2 but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.
3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In
all that he does, he prospers.
Psalm 101:2-7 ESV A Psalm of David
2 I will ponder the way that is blameless. Oh when will you come to me? I will walk with integrity of heart
within my house;
3 I will not set before my eyes anything that is worthless. I hate the work of those who fall away; it shall not
cling to me.
4 A perverse heart shall be far from me; I will know nothing of evil.
5 Whoever slanders his neighbor secretly I will destroy. Whoever has a haughty look and an arrogant heart I
will not endure.
6 I will look with favor on the faithful in the land, that they may dwell with me; he who walks in the way that
is blameless shall minister to me.
7 No one who practices deceit shall dwell in my house; no one who utters lies shall continue before my eyes.
Luke 14:25-28 ESV
25 Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them,
26 "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers
and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.
27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.
28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has
enough to complete it?
2 Timothy 3:1-5 ESV
1 But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty.
2 For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy,
3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good,
4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,
5 having the appearance (morphōsis - the form, semblance, shape) of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid
(apotrepō - avoid, shun, to turn one's self away) such people.
2 Timothy 2:14-22 ESV
14 Remind them of these things, and charge them before God not to quarrel about words, which does no
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good, but only ruins the hearers.
15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed,
rightly handling the word of truth.
16 But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and more ungodliness,
17 and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus,
18 who have swerved from the truth, saying that the resurrection has already happened. They are upsetting
the faith of some.
19 But God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: "The Lord knows those who are his," and, "Let
everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity."
20 Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and clay, some for
honorable use, some for dishonorable.
21 Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set
apart as holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for every good work.
22 So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on
the Lord from a pure heart.
Hebrews 10:23-25 ESV
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.
24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,
25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as
you see the Day drawing near.
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