The Deceitfulness of Riches - James 5
October 19, 2017

James 5:1-3 ESV
1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you.
2 Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten.
3 Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh
like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days.
Proverbs 23:4-5 ESV
4 Do not toil to acquire wealth; be discerning enough to desist.
5 When your eyes light on it, it is gone, for suddenly it sprouts wings, flying like an eagle toward heaven.
Matthew 6:19-21 ESV
19 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in
and steal,
20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do
not break in and steal.
21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

James 5:4-6 ESV
4 Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out
against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.
5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts in a day of
slaughter.
6 You have condemned and murdered the righteous person. He does not resist you.
Money or wealth creates a false sense of:
● Superiority - “I am intrinsically better and above others.”
● Entitlement - “I deserve to have more and better than others.” (Dictionary - the right to receive
●

something or to do something)
Privilege - “I am an exception. Rules, limitations, and boundaries that apply to others don’t apply to me.”
(Dictionary - a right or immunity granted as a peculiar benefit, advantage, or favor)

"We don't pay taxes. Only the little people pay taxes."

--Leona Helmsley, “Queen of Mean”, 1989

"I don't even wait. And when you're a star, they let you do it, you can do anything…”
(2005 recorded conversation between Donald Trump and Billy Bush)
"Maroney [McKayla Maroney] says she’s speaking out for the first time now because Harvey Weinstein’s 30+
years of abuse is not isolated. This kind of abusive power doesn’t just take place in Hollywood among actresses
who fear for their careers.
Former USA Gymnastics doctor, Larry Nassar, has been accused of assaulting at least 140 girls and women, who
were abused under the guise of his medical treatment and care.
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'This is happening everywhere,' she wrote. 'Wherever there is a position of power, there seems to be potential
for abuse. I had a dream to go to the Olympics, and the things that I had to endure to get there were
unnecessary and disgusting.'”
--McKayla Maroney, FaithIt Post, October 18, 2017
Deuteronomy 8:11-18 ESV
11 "Take care lest you forget the LORD your God by not keeping his commandments and his rules and his
statutes, which I command you today, [PRIVILEGE]
12 lest, when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses and live in them,
13 and when your herds and flocks multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is
multiplied,
14 then your heart be lifted up [SUPERIORITY], and you forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery,
15 who led you through the great and terrifying wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground
where there was no water, who brought you water out of the flinty rock,
16 who fed you in the wilderness with manna that your fathers did not know, that he might humble you and test
you, to do you good in the end.
17 Beware lest you say in your heart, 'My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth
[ENTITLEMENT].'
18 You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm
his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day.
Psalm 62:10-11 ESV
10 Put no trust in extortion; set no vain hopes on robbery; if riches increase, set not your heart on them.
11 Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: that power belongs to God,
1 Peter 5:2 ESV
2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God
would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly.
Isaiah 56:11 ESV
11 The dogs have a mighty appetite; they never have enough. But they are shepherds who have no
understanding; they have all turned to their own way, each to his own gain, one and all.
Jeremiah 6:13-15 ESV
13 "For from the least to the greatest of them, everyone is greedy for unjust gain; and from prophet to priest,
everyone deals falsely.
14 They have healed the wound of my people lightly, saying, 'Peace, peace,' when there is no peace.
15 Were they ashamed when they committed abomination? No, they were not at all ashamed; they did not
know how to blush. Therefore they shall fall among those who fall; at the time that I punish them, they shall be
overthrown," says the LORD.
1 Timothy 3:1-3 ESV
1 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task.
2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled,
respectable, hospitable, able to teach,
3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money.
1 Timothy 3:8 ESV
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8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest
gain.
Titus 1:10-11 ESV
10 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision
party.
11 They must be silenced, since they are upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they ought
not to teach.
2 Peter 2:1-3 ESV
1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will
secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves
swift destruction.
2 And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed.
3 And in their greed they will exploit you with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and
their destruction is not asleep.
Acts 20:17-36 ESV
17 Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to him.
18 And when they came to him, he said to them: "You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time
from the first day that I set foot in Asia,
19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me through the plots of the
Jews;
20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from
house to house,
21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.
22 And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me
there,
23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me.
24 But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the
ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.
25 And now, behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see
my face again.
26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all,
27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.
28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to
care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.
29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;
30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after
them.
31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with
tears.
32 And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you
the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
33 I coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel.
34 You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me.
35 In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the
words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'"
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36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all.
1 Thessalonians 2:9 ESV
9 For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to
any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.
2 Thessalonians 3:7-9 ESV
7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle when we were with you,
8 nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we
might not be a burden to any of you.
9 It was not because we do not have that right, but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate.

James 5:7-11 ESV
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit
of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains.
8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.
9 Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing
at the door.
10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job,
and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.
Psalm 37:1-13 ESV Of David.
1 Fret not yourself because of evildoers; be not envious of wrongdoers!
2 For they will soon fade like the grass and wither like the green herb.
3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness.
4 Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.
5 Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him, and he will act.
6 He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your justice as the noonday.
7 Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way,
over the man who carries out evil devices!
8 Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath! Fret not yourself; it tends only to evil.
9 For the evildoers shall be cut off, but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land.
10 In just a little while, the wicked will be no more; though you look carefully at his place, he will not be there.
11 But the meek shall inherit the land and delight themselves in abundant peace.
12 The wicked plots against the righteous and gnashes his teeth at him,
13 but the Lord laughs at the wicked, for he sees that his day is coming.
Romans 12:17-21 ESV
17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.
18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will
repay, says the Lord."
20 To the contrary, "if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so
doing you will heap burning coals on his head."
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
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