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James 2:8-13 ESV
8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you
are doing well.
9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.
10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it.
11 For he who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder." If you do not commit adultery but
do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.
12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty.
13 For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

In these 6 verses, James summarizes the case of Old Covenant versus the New, the Law versus Grace.
Under the Old Covenant Law:
●
●

Live by external legislation and the power of self-will and self-discipline - doomed to failure!
Receive the harsh and condemning judgment of the Law, “guilty of one guilty of all.”
Romans 7:18-19 ESV
18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do
what is right, but not the ability to carry it out.
19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing.
Romans 7:8-10 ESV
8 But sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of
covetousness. For apart from the law, sin lies dead.
9 I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive and I
died.
10 The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me.

Under New Covenant Grace:
●
●

Live by the Law of Liberty and internal transformation - the living, implanted Word of God in our
spirits saving our souls, creating in us the nature and life of God.
Receive the mercy and forgiveness of God by grace.
Hebrews 8:10-11 ESV
10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the
Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God,
and they shall be my people.
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11 And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, 'Know the
Lord,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.

James 1:21-25 ESV
21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word,
which is able to save your souls.
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face
in a mirror.
24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like.
25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets
but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.
Hebrews 4:9-13 ESV
9 So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God,
10 for whoever has entered God's rest has also rested from his works as God did from his.
11 Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience.
12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul
and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we
must give account.
Matthew 4:4 ESV
4 But he answered, "It is written, "'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the
mouth of God.'"
John 4:34 ESV
34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work.”
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