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2 Timothy 3:1-5 ESV
1 But understand this, that in the last days there will come TIMES OF DIFFICULTY (chalepos - harsh, fierce,
savage).
2 For people will be LOVERS OF SELF (philautos - selfish, too intent on one's interest) , lovers of money, proud,
arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy,
3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good,
4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,
5 having the APPEARANCE (morphōsis - the mere form, semblance, appearance) OF GODLINESS, but denying its
power. Avoid such people.
6 For among them are those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and
led astray by various passions,
7 ALWAYS LEARNING (manthanō - to increase one's knowledge) and NEVER ABLE TO ARRIVE AT A KNOWLEDGE
(epignōsis - precise and correct knowledge, knowing truth by experience) OF THE TRUTH.
1 John 2:15-17 ESV
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him.
16 For all that is in the world--the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life--is not from
the Father but is from the world.
17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.

Lust of the Flesh - the compulsion to control to achieve one’s will
Matthew 4:1-11 ESV
1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.
3 And the tempter came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command these stones to
become loaves of bread."
4 But he answered, "It is written, "'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes
from the mouth of God.'"
Matthew 26:52-54 ESV
52 Then Jesus said to him, "Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish
by the sword.
53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve
legions of angels?
54 But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?"
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John 5:19 ESV
19 So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only
what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise.
Matthew 11:28-30 ESV
28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls.
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."
Genesis 27:15-25 ESV
15 Then Rebekah took the best garments of Esau her older son, which were with her in the house, and
put them on Jacob her younger son.
16 And the skins of the young goats she put on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck.
17 And she put the delicious food and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son
Jacob.
18 So he went in to his father and said, "My father." And he said, "Here I am. Who are you, my son?"
19 Jacob said to his father, "I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me; now sit up and eat of
my game, that your soul may bless me."
20 But Isaac said to his son, "How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son?" He answered,
"Because the LORD your God granted me success."
21 Then Isaac said to Jacob, "Please come near, that I may feel you, my son, to know whether you are
really my son Esau or not."
22 So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, who felt him and said, "The voice is Jacob's voice, but the
hands are the hands of Esau."
23 And he did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau's hands. So he
blessed him.
24 He said, "Are you really my son Esau?" He answered, "I am."
25 Then he said, "Bring it near to me, that I may eat of my son's game and bless you." So he brought it
near to him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank.
Genesis 4:1-8 ESV
1 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the
help of the Lord.”
2 And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the
ground.
3 In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground,
4 and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for
Abel and his offering,
5 but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell.
6 The Lord said to Cain, "Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen?
7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its
desire is for you, but you must rule over it.”
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8 Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel
and killed him.
James 4:1-2 ESV
1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war
within you?
2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel.
You do not have, because you do not ask.

Pride of Life - the compulsion of rivalry to be noticed and recognized as greater than others
Matthew 4:1-11 ESV
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple
6 and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, "'He will
command his angels concerning you,' and "'On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your
foot against a stone.'"
7 Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, 'You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.'"
Matthew 23:1-12 ESV
1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples,
2 "The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat,
3 so do and observe whatever they tell you, but not the works they do. For they preach, but do not
practice.
4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people's shoulders, but they themselves
are not willing to move them with their finger.
5 They do all their deeds to be seen by others. For they make their phylacteries broad and their
fringes long,
6 and they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues
7 and greetings in the marketplaces and being called rabbi by others.
8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brothers.
9 And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven.
10 Neither be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Christ.
11 The greatest among you shall be your servant.
12 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.
Matthew 18:1-4 ESV
1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?"
2 And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them
3 and said, "Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven.
4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
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Matthew 20:20-28 ESV
20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee [James and John] came up to him with her sons, and
kneeling before him she asked him for something.
21 And he said to her, "What do you want?" She said to him, "Say that these two sons of mine are to
sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom."
22 Jesus answered, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am to
drink?" They said to him, "We are able."
23 He said to them, "You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to
grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father."
24 And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers.
25 But Jesus called them to him and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them,
and their great ones exercise authority over them.
26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant,
27 and whoever would be first among you must be your slave,
28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many."
Mark 9:33-35 ESV
33 And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, "What were you
discussing on the way?"
34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest.
35 And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, "If anyone would be first, he must be
last of all and servant of all."
Luke 9:46 ESV
46 An argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest.
Luke 22:24-26 ESV
24 A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest.
25 And he said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority
over them are called benefactors.
26 But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as
one who serves.
Philippians 1:15 ESV
15 Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry (eris - wrangling, debate, contention, strife), but others
from good will.
Philippians 2:3-8 ESV
3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit (kenodoxia - self-esteem, empty pride, vain glory), but in
humility count others more significant (hyperechō - more important, stand out, rise above) than yourselves.
4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,
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6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped
(harpagmos - eagerly grab, to seize, hold fast, retain) ,
7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.
8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross.
Job 40:3-5 NASB
3 Then Job answered the LORD and said,
4 "Behold, I am insignificant; what can I reply to You? I lay my hand on my mouth.
5 "Once I have spoken, and I will not answer; Even twice, and I will add nothing more."
Job 42:5-6 ESV
5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you;
6 therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes."

Lust of the Eyes - the curse of comparison
Matthew 4:8-11 ESV
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world
and their glory.
9 And he said to him, "All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me."
10 Then Jesus said to him, "Be gone, Satan! For it is written, "'You shall worship the Lord your God
and him only shall you serve.'"
11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.
Psalm 73:2-24 NASB
2 But as for me, my feet came close to stumbling, My steps had almost slipped.
3 For I was envious of the arrogant as I saw the prosperity of the wicked.
4 For there are no pains in their death, And their body is fat.
5 They are not in trouble as other men, Nor are they plagued like mankind.
6 Therefore pride is their necklace; The garment of violence covers them.
7 Their eye bulges from fatness; The imaginations of their heart run riot.
8 They mock and wickedly speak of oppression; They speak from on high.
9 They have set their mouth against the heavens, And their tongue parades through the earth.
10 Therefore his people return to this place, And waters of abundance are drunk by them.
11 They say, "How does God know? And is there knowledge with the Most High?"
12 Behold, these are the wicked; And always at ease, they have increased in wealth.
13 Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure and washed my hands in innocence;
14 For I have been stricken all day long and chastened every morning.
15 If I had said, "I will speak thus," Behold, I would have betrayed the generation of Your children.
16 When I pondered to understand this, It was troublesome in my sight
17 Until I came into the sanctuary of God; Then I perceived their end.
5

18 Surely You set them in slippery places; You cast them down to destruction.
19 How they are destroyed in a moment! They are utterly swept away by sudden terrors!
20 Like a dream when one awakes, O Lord, when aroused, You will despise their form.
21 When my heart was embittered And I was pierced within,
22 Then I was senseless and ignorant; I was like a beast before You.
23 Nevertheless I am continually with You; You have taken hold of my right hand.
24 With Your counsel You will guide me, And afterward receive me to glory.
John 21:18-21 ESV
18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you
wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry
you where you do not want to go."
19 (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to
him, "Follow me."
20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who also had leaned
back against him during the supper and had said, "Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?"
21 When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, "Lord, what about this man?"
22 Jesus said to him, "If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!"
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