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“To be brought within the zone of God’s voice is to be profoundly altered.”
Oswald Chambers
Isaiah 30:20-22 ESV
20 And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, yet your Teacher
will not hide himself anymore, but your eyes shall see your Teacher.
21 And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, "This is the way, walk in it," when you turn to
the right or when you turn to the left.
22 Then you will defile your carved idols overlaid with silver and your gold-plated metal images. You
will scatter them as unclean things. You will say to them, "Be gone!"

The Necessity of Hearing God’s Voice
1 Corinthians 2:9-14 NASB
9 but just as it is written, "Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not
entered the heart of man, all that God has prepared for those who love Him."
10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of
God.
11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so
the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know
the things freely given to us by God,
13 which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit,
combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.
14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he
cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
John 10:2-5 ESV
2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.
“So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.” John 10:7 NASB
3 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out.
4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his
voice.
5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers."
Jesus gives a two-fold protection from deceivers and deception: the Door and the Voice.
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1 John 2:27 ESV
27 But the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should
teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie--just as it has taught
you, abide in him.
1 Chronicles 10:13-14 ESV
13 So Saul died for his breach of faith. He broke faith with the LORD in that he did not keep the command
of the LORD, and also consulted a medium, seeking guidance.
14 He did not seek guidance from the LORD. Therefore the LORD put him to death and turned the kingdom
over to David the son of Jesse.

Hearing God’s Voice in Faith
James 1:5-8 NASB
5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and
it will be given to him.
6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven
and tossed by the wind.
7 For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord,
8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
Hebrews 11:6 NASB
6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and
that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
Matthew 7:7-11 NASB
7 Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.
8 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.
9 Or what man is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone?
10 Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he?
11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father
who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!

Hearing God’s Voice With No Unconfessed Sin
1 John 1:7-9 ESV
7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.
8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
The vital key to hearing God's voice and fellowshipping with Him is walking in the light, confessing
every sin, hiding nothing from Him.
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1 John 4:18-19 ESV
18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and
whoever fears has not been perfected in love.
19 We love because he first loved us.
1 John 3:16-21 ESV
16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brothers.
17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how
does God's love abide in him?
18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.
19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him;
20 for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything.
21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God.
●
●

We can be reassured that we are loved and received by God when we love others as God loves us.
The reassurance is not sinless perfection, the reassurance is that we know what it is to be loved even
when we were sinners, and that's the love we give others.

Hearing God’s Voice in Quietness and Stillness
Psalm 46:10 ESV
10 "Be still (raphah - to cease, refrain, be quiet, let drop) and know that I am God. I will be exalted among
the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!"
1 Kings 19:11-13 ESV
11 And he said, "Go out and stand on the mount before the LORD." And behold, the LORD passed by, and a
great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD
was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake.
12 And after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire the sound of a low
whisper [KJV - "still, small voice"].
13 And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the
cave. And behold, there came a voice to him and said, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"
“Silent worship is healing; it is uniting; it cleanses, challenges, stimulates. It helps us to get down to those deeper
currents of the soul that are so often neglected in life’s hurry and bustle; it enables us to center down into
fellowship with the Eternal and to hear the still small voice of God.” --Gerald K. Hibbert
“Retire from the world each day to some private spot...Stay in the secret place till the surrounding noises begin to
fade out of your heart and a sense of God’s presence envelops you. Deliberately tune out the unpleasant sounds
and come out of your closet determined not to hear them. Listen for the inward Voice till you learn to recognize it.”
--A.W. Tozer, “Of God and Men”
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"If the pace and the push, the noise and the crowds are getting to you, it's time to stop the nonsense and find a
place of solace to refresh your spirit. Deliberately say "no" more often. This will leave room for you to slow down,
get alone, pour out your overburdened heart, and admit your desperate need for inner refreshment.
The good news is God will hear and He will help. The bad news is this: If you wait for someone else to bring about a
change, things will only deteriorate. All of us can testify, God does not speak to the hurried, worried mind. It takes
time alone with Him and His Word before we can expect our spiritual strength to recover." --Chuck Swindoll
“The soul that has been enriched by communion with God will not be dismayed by isolation but will welcome
solitude. He will seek not the crowd but the closet, and emerging will never walk alone, for he has unseen
companionship.” --Francis J. Roberts

Hearing God’s Voice Requires a Surrendered Will
Psalm 32:8-9 ESV
8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you.
9 Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, which must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will
not stay near you.
Ezekiel 14:1-8 NKJV
1 Now some of the elders of Israel came to me and sat before me.
2 And the word of the LORD came to me, saying,
3 "Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their hearts, and put before them that which causes
them to stumble into iniquity. Should I let Myself be inquired of at all by them?”
4 "Therefore speak to them, and say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Everyone of the house of Israel
who sets up his idols in his heart, and puts before him what causes him to stumble into iniquity, and then
comes to the prophet, I the LORD will answer him who comes, according to the multitude of his idols,
5 "that I may seize the house of Israel by their heart, because they are all estranged from Me by their
idols."
6 "Therefore say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Repent, turn away from your idols, and
turn your faces away from all your abominations.
7 "For anyone of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who dwell in Israel, who separates himself from
Me and sets up his idols in his heart and puts before him what causes him to stumble into iniquity, then
comes to a prophet to inquire of him concerning Me, I the LORD will answer him by Myself.
8 "I will set My face against that man and make him a sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from the
midst of My people. Then you shall know that I [am] the LORD.”
Matthew 11:28 ESV
28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls.
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."
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