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Mark 13:33-37 NASB
33 "Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know when the appointed time will come.
34 "It is like a man away on a journey, who upon leaving his house and putting his slaves in charge, assigning to
each one his task, also commanded the doorkeeper to stay on the alert.
35 "Therefore, be on the alert--for you do not know when the master of the house is coming, whether in the
evening, at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning-36 in case he should come suddenly and find you asleep.
37 "What I say to you I say to all, 'Be on the alert!'"

In the Scriptures, there is a two-fold meaning to sleeping in the darkness of night:
1 Thessalonians 5:7 “For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get
drunk get drunk at night.”

1. You are unaware; you have lost all expectancy.
2. You are committing works of darkness (sin), without the confession of sins and
repentance.
For the Lord to return and find you sleeping in the darkness (1. unaware and 2. with sins) is to
be eternally damned.
Matthew 24:50-51 NASB
50 the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour
which he does not know,
51 and will cut him in pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites; in that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

God is calling us to:
1. Continual expectancy of His imminent return.
2. Continual confession of and repentance from our sins.
1 John 1:8-9
8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

The awareness and expectancy of His imminent return brings repentance and carefulness.
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1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 NASB
1 Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you.
2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.
3 While they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a
woman with child, and they will not escape.
4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief;
5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;
6 so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.
7 For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night.
8 But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the
hope of salvation.
9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him.
11 Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.
Ephesians 5:11-17 NASB
11 Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them;
12 for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in secret.
13 But all things become visible when they are exposed by the light, for everything that becomes visible is light.
14 For this reason it says, "Awake, sleeper, And arise from the dead, And Christ will shine on you."
15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise,
16 making the most of your time, because the days are evil.
17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
Romans 13:11-14 NASB
11 Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to
us than when we believed.
12 The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the
armor of light.
13 Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality,
not in strife and jealousy.
14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.
1 John 1:5-10 NASB
5 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no
darkness at all.
6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth;
7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus
His Son cleanses us from all sin.
8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.

2

