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1 Timothy 4:1
"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils."
Matthew 7:13-14
13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat:
14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.
Misinterpreting the Scriptures from impure motives is the birth of heresy.
1 John 4:3–4
3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.
4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in
the world.

Tutorship of the Holy Spirit
It is impossible for natural man to understand the Word of God without the personal illumination and tutorship of the Holy
Spirit.
1 Corinthians 2:14
"But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."
John 16:12-13
12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.
13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.
John 6:60-63
60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it?
61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you?
62 What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before?
63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit,
and they are life.
1 John 2:24–28
24 Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the
beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father.
25 And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life.
26 These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you.
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27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you:
but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye
shall abide in him.
28 And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be
ashamed before him at his coming.
John 10:2–5
2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.
3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth
them out.
4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his
voice.
5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.

Comparing and Combining of Scriptural Truth
God’s Truth often lies in the middle of the tension between, what appears to be, opposing principles.
1 Corinthians 2:12-13
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things
that are freely given to us of God.
13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth; COMPARING (compare and combine, joint together fitly) spiritual things with spiritual.
Ephesians 2:8-9
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
James 2:24
"Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only."
James 2:20
"But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?"
Proverbs 26:4-5
4 Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him.
5 Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit.

No Adding Nor Subtracting
Man is prone to extrapolate doctrine, drawing conclusions and making application that God doesn’t. “If ‘A’ is true, then ‘B’
must also be true.” Yet God never stated the B, only the A.
Deuteronomy 4:2
"Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the
commandments of the LORD your God which I command you."
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Matthew 15:1-9
1 Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying,
2 Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread.
3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?
4 For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die
the death.
5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited
by me;
6 And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none
effect by your tradition.
7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying,
8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from
me.
9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
Hebrews 13:17
"Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they
that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you."
"For example, one couple, members of a church on the West Coast, decided to take a family vacation. This
couple purchased their airline tickets and finalized the rest of their plans. They were looking forward to
their long-needed time off. Once the pastor discovered their plans, he rebuked them for not getting his
permission first and warned them not to go on the trip. They went anyway. Shortly after they returned,
they were visited by some of the church's leadership. They were informed that by going on vacation
against the pastor's wishes, they were in rebellion. To enforce the pastor's authority, there had to be
some form of punishment applied. This couple was then informed that no one from the church was
permitted to speak to them or have any contact them for a time determined by the pastor. Even their
children were not permitted to play with any of the other children from the church.
Pastors operating under a spirit of control are often convinced that they are the only ones who can
accurately hear from God. Under the constant exposure to this spirit, members often become convinced
that they indeed need their pastor to think for them. In essence, their personal fellowship with the Lord
has been abdicated for a relationship with a man. As a result, they lose their confidence in being able to
discern the will of God for their lives." Warning Signs of Spiritual Abuse Pt.2, Mike Fehlauer
Transubstantiation (The Catechism of the Roman Catholic Church, Section 1376)
"The Council of Trent summarizes the Catholic faith by declaring: ‘Because Christ our Redeemer said that it
was truly his body that he was offering under the species of bread, it has always been the conviction of the
Church of God, and this holy Council now declares again, that by the consecration of the bread and wine
there takes place a change of the whole substance of the bread into the substance of the body of Christ
our Lord and of the whole substance of the wine into the substance of his blood. This change the holy
Catholic Church has fittingly and properly called transubstantiation.’"

Surrounding Context
The meaning of a particular verse must always be derived from the surrounding verses.
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John 6:53
“Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and
drink his blood, ye have no life in you.”
John 6:53-58
53 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his
blood, ye have no life in you.
54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.
55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.
56 He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.
57 As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.
58 This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that
eateth of this bread shall live for ever.

Historical and Cultural Context
Scripture will be confused and distorted without knowing the background situations and events for which it was written.
1 John 4:1-3
1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are
gone out into the world.
2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:
3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.

Original Language
Understanding the meaning of words in the original language of the Scriptures will often shed great light.
Philippians 2:3-7
3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than
themselves.
4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.
5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men:
NAS "who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be
grasped."

The Word of God is FINAL Authority
Matthew 24:35 "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away."
Isaiah 40:8 "The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: But the word of our God shall stand for ever."
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